Boningale Parish Council – 12th March 2024

BONINGALE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting
Tuesday 12th March 2024

Present

Councillors: D Slatcher (Chairman), C Keeton (Vice Chairman), S Burgess, 
A Gilson-Caldwell, K Vilton.
Clerk to Boningale Parish Council: M Ward.

Two members of the public were present.

The Chairman welcomed members to the meeting.

1. Apologies. 
 
To receive and approve apologies for absence. Members are asked to give their apologies direct to the clerk. 

There were no apologies for absence.

1. Declarations of interest. 
 
To consider declarations of interest under consideration on this agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 s32 and the Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012. 
Where a member indicates that they have a prejudicial interest but wish to make representation regarding the item before leaving the meeting, they must do so under item 4 (D) of Public Participation. 

None.

1. Public Participation. 
 
Members of the public are invited to ask questions, make representations, or submit comments on any item on the agenda. This is LIMITED TO THREE MINUTES PER PERSON – at the sole discretion of the Chairman.

County Councillor Lumby reported that Shropshire Council was short of £62m and savings were needed. Services were likely to be cut and three hundred staff were to lose their jobs although schools would not be involved in job cuts. A charge for the emptying of green refuse bins was likely to be introduced and the number of refuse centres was likely to be reduced from five to three.

Councillor Lumby reported on the proposed development of eight hundred new homes in the Cross Road, Newhouse Lane, Patshull Lane area of Albrighton, together with a new school, retirement home, retail facilities and a care home. At present the plans were only proposals and consultations at county level were proceeding and inspectors were likely to decide on the project in October/November 2024. The land involved is green belt and it has not been released for development. A new Local Plan would need to be developed and a draft had been approved and sent to central government for further comment. There are existing local concerns over school places and potential infrastructure problems and considerable pressure on Albrighton Parish Council to provide an opinion on the proposed scheme which had, to date, been resisted as no plans had been formally received and no planning meeting had taken place. 

The clerk was asked to consult with Albrighton Council and keep members informed of any developments.

1. Report by PCSO Breese on recent burglaries in the Boningale area.

PCSO Breese was unable to attend the meeting but a written report on recent burglaries was made available. 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting (enclosure).
 
To receive the minutes of the meeting held on 6th December 2023.

Councillor Vilton proposed that the minutes were a true and accurate record which was seconded by Councillor Gilson- Caldwell and unanimously agreed by Council.
  





1. Matters arising. 
 
To consider any issues arising from the minutes that are not included on the agenda.

None.

1. Correspondence

To review any outstanding correspondence that has been received since the last meeting.

The Clerk provided information on outdoor gym equipment, but members agreed that it was not relevant to the Boningale area.

7. To approve accounts for payment:

· Staffing - £300.00
· D-DAY 80 Flag

Councillor Keeton proposed that the two payments should be approved, which was seconded by Councillor Gilson-Caldwell and unanimously agreed by Council. 

8. Financial statement – March 2024 (enclosure).

The Clerk commented on the latest statement of accounts up to 12th March 2024 which showed resources available to be £2,492.26, a figure which was unlikely to change before the end of the financial year. Members agreed that this was a satisfactory reserve figure requiring no increase to the precept for 2024/25.

9. Future meetings – dates for council meetings during the 2024/25 financial year and the Annual Parish Meeting.

After discussion members agreed the following dates for the forthcoming financial year 2024/25:

· Annual Parish Meeting – 29th May 2024;
· Council meeting – 25th June 2024;
· Council meeting – 24th September 2024;
· Council meeting – 3rd December 2024;
· Council meeting – 11th March 2025. 

10. Discussion on the latest developments at the Pepperhill Solar Farm site.

Councillor Keaton informed members that work on the Pepperhill Solar Farm was due to start in the late summer. There were no other developments to note. 

11. Road safety issues in the Boningale area.

The Chairman reported that Shropshire Council had allocated no money for road improvements in the area for the next financial year. There were still many instances of motorists speeding on local roads and heavy traffic was causing problems with grass verges. Potholes were still a problem and there had been cases of flooding caused by the heavy winter rain. A letter had been sent by Councillor Burgess reminding the county of the difficulties faced by residents in the area.

12. Consideration of the boningaleparishcouncil.co.uk domain and the failure of the associated council email addresses. 

Councillor Keeton reported that the latest update had meant that the council email service was now working but there would be more changes in 2026. NALC wanted councils to use a .gov.uk domain but the conversion would be costly. Councilor Keeton had enrolled on an IT course which should help regarding any future upgrades, and he would be pleased to provide feedback to members at the next Council meeting. 

13. Any outstanding grant requests.

There were no outstanding grant requests.




14. Further consideration of the equal opportunities and GDPR policies and consideration of the need for a Risk Management policy (enclosure).

Councillors noted that the Clerk had no job description, and the Clerk was asked to provide some examples from similar sized councils for consideration at the next meeting.

Members also agreed to further consider the Risk Management draft policy at the next meeting of the Council.

      16.Update on the arrangements for the D-Day 80 commemoration  
            celebrations to be held on 6th June 2024 after consultations with   
            Albrighton Parish Council.

Nothing had been heard from Albrighton Parish Council regarding their plans for the D-Day 80 commemoration. The official flag had been purchased by Boningale Council which would be flown on the church and a dedicated service is to be held to commemorate the event.  

      17.Any outstanding planning applications.

There were no outstanding planning applications. 

      18.Items for inclusion on the next agenda.

The Albrighton housing development by Boningale Homes, road traffic problems, the Pepperhill Solar Farm development, the Draft Risk Management policy and possible job descriptions for the Clerk, report on the IT course by Councillor Keeton, grant requests and footpath improvements were all identified for inclusion on the next Council meeting agenda.

The Chairman informed members that he would be stepping down after the Annual Parish Meeting to be held on 29th May and he thanked Councillors for all the help he had received during his period of office.

The Clerk also informed members that he would be leaving his post after the next Council elections were held in May 2025.


      19.Date of next council meeting.

The Annual Parish Meeting would be held on Wednesday, 29th May and the next Parish Council meeting would be held on Tuesday 25th June. 

There being no further business the meeting concluded at 8.43 pm.







Signed………………………………………………………………………………
Chairman, Boningale Parish Council
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