Boningale Parish Council – June 2024

BONINGALE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting
Tuesday 25th June 2024


Present

Councillors: D Slatcher (Chairman), C Keeton (Vice Chairman), S Burgess, 
A Gilson-Caldwell,  K Vilton.

Clerk to Boningale Parish Council: M Ward.

Two members of the public were present.

The Chairman welcomed members to the meeting.

The Chairman welcomed Beverley from Low Carbon to the meeting who informed members that work had begun on Pepperhill Solar Farm Fencing had been erected and site cabins would arrive shortly. Trenches for the cables would be dug in July  and piling work would begin in August. This was the noisiest part of the construction and the piling would take from three to six weeks to complete. The solar panels would then be delivered which would require delivery by three or four HGV’s a day. The works cabins would then be removed and the smaller permanent cabins would then be installed. 

Beverley then answered questions about site security and stated that the facility would be in operation for at least forty years. Planting on the site would take place in the spring of 2025. A site visit for councillors and other interested residents will be arranged and footpaths with appropriate signage would be agreed with Shropshire Council. Beverley stated that there will be no interruption to local power supplies and the agreed  finance will be transferred to the parish council once the site is operational.

The Chairman thanked Beverley for her update which was much appreciated by all concerned. 

1. Election of the Chair of Council. 
 
To elect a Chair of Boningale Parish Council for the financial year 2024/25.

Cllr. Burgess proposed that Cllr. Slatcher should be re-elected as Chairman which was seconded by Cllr. Keeton and unanimously agreed by council.

2. Election of the Vice Chair of Council. 
 
To elect a Vice Chair of Boningale Parish Council for the financial year 2024/25. 
Cllr. Vilton proposed that Cllr. Keeton be re-elected Vice Chairman which was seconded by Cllr. Burgess and unanimously agreed by council. 
 
3. Apologies.  
  
To receive and approve apologies for absence. Members are asked to give their apologies direct to the clerk.  

There were no apologies for absence.

4. Declarations of interest.  
  
To consider declarations of interest under consideration on this agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 s32 and the Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.  
Where a member indicates that they have a prejudicial interest but wish to make representation regarding the item before leaving the meeting, they must do so under item 4 (D) of Public Participation.  

None.
 
5. Appointment of a representative to the Albrighton Civic Society and the Red House Committee. 
 
To appoint a member to represent Boningale Parish Council on the Albrighton Civic Society and Red House Committee for the financial year 2024/25. 

Cllr. Keeton proposed that Cllr. Gilson-Caldwell be elected the council representative to the Red House and Cllr Slatcher would continue to represent the council at the Civic Society,  
which was seconded by Cllr. Vilton and unanimously agreed by council. 

6. To confirm continued membership of Shropshire Association of Local Councils (SALC). 
 
To confirm continued membership of SALC and approve the payment of the annual membership fee for 2024/25. 

Cllr. Keeton proposed that the council should continue its membership of SALC which was seconded by Cllr. Vilton and unanimously agreed by council. The membership fee was approved for payment.

7. Public Participation.  
  
Members of the public are invited to ask questions, make representations, or submit comments on any item on the agenda. This is LIMITED TO THREE MINUTES PER PERSON – at the sole discretion of the Chairman. 

There were no questions or statements from the two members of the public present at the meeting. 
 
8. Minutes of the previous meeting (enclosure). 
  
To receive the minutes of the meeting held on 12th March 2024.

Cllr. Burgess proposed that the minutes were a true and accurate record which was seconded by Cllr. Vilton and unanimously agreed by council. 
 
9. Matters arising.  
  
To consider any issues arising from the minutes that are not included on the agenda. 

Members were informed that the recycling centre at Bridgnorth may be closed to the public but no further information was currently available. 
 
10. Correspondence 
 
To review any outstanding correspondence that has been received since the last meeting. 

There was no outstanding correspondence for consideration.

11. To approve the AGAR form 2, Certificate of Exemption, for the external auditor (enclosure). 

Cllr. Slatcher proposed that all aspects of the external auditor’s submission should be approved together with the internal auditor’s report (agenda items 11-16) which was seconded by Cllr. Vilton and unanimously agreed by council. 
 
12. To approve the AGAR form section 1, Annual Governance Statement, for the external auditor (enclosure). 

Approved as per the proposal under agenda item 11.
 
13. To approve the AGAR form section 2, Accounting Statements 2023/24, for the external auditor (enclosure). 

Approved as per the proposal under agenda item 11.
 
14.  To consider and approve the bank reconciliation for the financial year to 31st March 2024 (enclosure). 

Approved as per the proposal under agenda item 11.
 


15. To approve the dates for the exercise of public rights (enclosure). 

Approved as per the proposal under agenda item 11.

16. To receive report on the Internal Auditor’s review of the council accounts.

Approved as per the proposal under agenda item 11.

17. To approve accounts for payment: 
 
· Staffing - £300.00 
· Internal audit fee - £114.00 
· Council website premium plan reimbursement - £108.00 

There were no comments regarding the outstanding accounts for payment.

18. Review of the earlier D Day celebrations at St Chad’s church and a possible donation to the event.

Cllr. Slatcher informed members that a commemoration flag costing £50.00 had been donated and was now on display at St Chad’s church. 

Cllr. Keeton proposed that cost of £50.00 should be approved which was seconded by Cllr. Burgess and unanimously agreed by council.

19. To consider a grant application towards the upkeep of the St Chad’s churchyard and any further grant requests.

Members agreed that this grant application should be deferred until September 2024 and a grant application form should be completed.

20. Footpath improvements within the parish area and any developments that are outstanding.

Members were informed that the resurfacing of footpaths connecting Boningale with Albrighton was going well and should be completed in August 2024. There will be no funding required from the council.  

21. To further consider the draft Risk Management policy and future action.

Cllr. Keeton proposed that the draft management plan should be approved and become official council policy which was seconded by Cllr. Vilton and unanimously agreed by council. The clerk agreed to provide an official version to Cllr. Keeton so that it could be included on the council website.

22. Update on any road traffic problems and any actions being undertaken by Shropshire Council.

There had been no response from Shropshire Council to the road safety plan that had been recently submitted and there had been no response to the emails that had followed. Cllr. Burgess agreed to re-submit the information and accompanying proposals and hope to provoke a response from the council.

23. To consider council insurance for 2024/25 and determine future action.

The clerk outlined events regarding the council’s insurance with the company BHIB that had been taken over by Clear Insurance. A new policy had been received at a premium of £386.71 and because the council was currently uninsured because of the difficulties caused by the change of company, council agreed to pay the premium to ensure that the council was properly covered and review the position in 2025 when the insurance needed to be renewed. The clerk was asked to contact SALC and seek further information regarding Clear Insurance.

24. To consider a request from the Albrighton Action Group for a donation towards its campaign to resist the housing development by Boningale homes and any further issues relating to the proposed development.

The Chairman informed members that a formal planning application from Boningale Homes will be received shortly but the council could not take any action until the application had been received. Albrighton Action Group would need to  submit a grant request form once the application became public regarding a donation in support of its work.

25. Report by Councillor Keeton on a recent IT course he attended.  

Cllr Keeton reported that he had attended two courses regarding the establishment and management of a council website for a small council such as Boningale. He had received two quotations for the establishment of a site, one form Cuttlefish and one from Parish Online. The financial differences between the two were small and both offered a more secure environment with their own emails. 

Members agreed to ask Cllr. Keeton to proceed with this initiative and seek more details from the two companies concerned and get additional quotes. It was agreed that this item should be further discussed at the next council meeting in September.  
26. To consider a draft job description for the Boningale parish clerk (enclosure).

Councillors agreed to consult SALC further on a suitable job description for the clerk to the council and all members could make their own enquiries. Draft job descriptions could be considered at the next meeting in September and Cllr Vilton was tasked with the job of producing the best amalgam which was suitable for Boningale Parish Council.

27.  Any outstanding planning applications.

There were no outstanding planning applications.

28. Items for inclusion on the next agenda  

· Civic Society/Red House report;
· Outstanding grant applications;
· Local footpaths;
· Road traffic problems;
· Council insurance;
· IT update/council website;
· Parish clerk job description;
· Council noticeboards

29. Date of the next council meeting – 24th September 2024.

The next parish council meeting will be held on 24th September 2024.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.51 pm.






Signed....................................................................................
Chairman, Boningale Parish Council.
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