Boningale Parish Council

Annual Parish Meeting – Wednesday 29th May 2024

Chair's Report of 2023/24

Councillors 
The existing five Councillors have remained in situ for the year, however, all positions will be up for election in May 2025. All have given their time and effort to the ongoing needs and issues within Boningale. 

Once again, we have been supported by our clerk, Michael Ward, who we are indebted to for his knowledge of council practices, Michael has indicated that he's considering standing down at the end of this council term (May 2025), if he does he will be sorely missed and his experience and knowledge hard to replace, thank you Michael for all you’ve done and particularly the help and guidance you’ve given me.

As in previous years, we continue to meet quarterly in the School Room, and all meetings are attended by Councillors, in addition, Nigel Lumby, our local county Councillor, attends when he’s able, giving us updates on county wide issues, thank you Nigel, for both your support and advice once again.

We receive planning notifications as and when issued by Shropshire Council, and respond with our views and recommendations.

As is required legally, we utilise our website and two noticeboards within the Parish, to keep parishioners updated with all relevant information.

Whilst historically, Boningale has always been within the Albrighton area, it has been decided that in future, it will now fall within a new area called Shifnal Rural, this will mean a new County Councillor to oversee Boningale, 

Finance
We’ve just heard the clerk give an update on the councils financial position, once again, I’m pleased to advise that we meet our financial obligations including having the recommended reserve in place. We requested a small increase for our annual precept, but this was minimal and something we feel strongly about in the recent and ongoing financial restraints that all households are under, however, whilst we have kept our 2024/5 precept inline with 23/24, we can not rule out future increases if deemed relevant.

Grants
We have issued the following grants in response to requests:-
· 06.10.23, grant to the Melville Club, Albrighton, for help with the minibus scheme - £150;
· 06.12.23 grant to the Red House for the Christmas lunch - £75.


Council Representation
BPC continue to have a voice on both The Red House ( as a registered trustee) and Albrighton & District Civic Society, where Boningale’ s position is heard when appropriate.

Pepperhill Solar Farm
As reported last year, planning permission was granted, however, whilst Low Carbon have satisfied certain outstanding requirements, no work has actually started yet, although, we do feel this will change in the near future.

Housing Proposal by Boningale Homes
This year brought us news about the intention of Boningale Homes to submit planning permission for upwards of 800 homes bordering our Parish, this is an item on tonight’s agenda.

Ongoing Issues
Highways – once again, our request for a route study on our two main roads hasn’t been facilitated as yet, lack of funds! It has been indicated to us however, that we are on the “to do list” when funds allow.
The council report, along with residents, any significant issues on the council website pertains to pot holes, sign damage etc.

Litter & Fly Tipping – whilst it continues to be an ongoing concern, and even more so in light of Shropshire Councils positioning on reducing overheads within their waste budgets, this year I believe has seen slightly less for us to have to report.

Flooding – work has continued within Boningale by both Seven Trent and SC to rectify the local flooding issues, hopefully the end is near, but not quite with us yet.
The flood on Burnhill Green Road has finally been sorted, the adjoining landowner has cleared the soak away areas, and whilst we get the occasional pool, when the drains can’t cope with the volumes of water running into them, they do drain away quickly.


On a personal note, I have given notice that I will not stand as Chair from the start of the new year, it has been an enormous privilege to serve our small community, I thank my fellow councillors, the clerk and residents within Boningale for the support I’ve received over the last four years, and believe that collectively Boningale is in good hands.
