Boningale Parish Council – October 2024

BONINGALE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting
Tuesday 1st October 2024

Present

Councillors: D Slatcher (Chairman), C Keeton (Vice Chairman), S Burgess,
A Gilson-Caldwell.
County Councillor: N Lumby.
Clerk to Boningale Parish Council: M Ward.

1. Apologies.  
  
To receive and approve apologies for absence. Members are asked to give their apologies direct to the clerk.  

Cllr. K Vilton tendered her apologies which were accepted by the council.
 

1. Declarations of interest.  
  
To consider declarations of interest under consideration on this agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 s32 and the Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.  
Where a member indicates that they have a prejudicial interest but wish to make representation regarding the item before leaving the meeting, they must do so under item 4 (D) of Public Participation. 

None.

1. Public Participation.  
  
Members of the public are invited to ask questions, make representations, or submit comments on any item on the agenda. This is LIMITED TO THREE MINUTES PER PERSON – at the sole discretion of the Chairman.

No members of the public were present.



1. Minutes of the previous meeting (enclosure). 
  
To receive the minutes of the meeting held on 12th March 2024. 

Councillor Slatcher asked that the minutes make clear that Cllr. Gilson-Caldwell would represent the council on the Red House committee and that he would continue to represent the council on the Albrighton Civic Society (agenda item 5).

Members agreed that the minutes should state that the Bridgnorth recycling centre may close rather than it will close (agenda item 9). 

The changes were proposed by Cllr. Keeton and seconded by Cllr Burgess and agreed by council.

Members also discussed the flooding that occurred opposite the Boningale Nursery which had flooded three houses. The manager of the nursery stated that suitable actions will be investigated.   
 
1. Matters arising.  
  
To consider any issues arising from the minutes that are not included on the agenda. 

None.
 
1. Correspondence. 
 
To review any outstanding correspondence that has been received since the last meeting. 

None.

1. To approve accounts for payment:
· SALC affiliation fee - £190.23
· ST Chad’s D-Day celebrations - £50.00
· Clear council insurance - £386.31
· Albrighton Village Action Group - £125.00
· Staffing - £300.00

The accounts for payment were agreed by members.

1. Financial statement – October 2024 (enclosure).

The clerk went through the accounts which recorded the deposit of the 2024/25 precept of £3140 which left  total resources available after approved expenditure of £4018. 72.

Cllr. Keeton proposed that the accounts as presented should be approved which was seconded by Cllr. Burgess and unanimously agreed by council.

1. Civic Society and Red House report – Cllr D Slatcher.

Cllr. Gilson-Caldwell stated that there had been no response from the Red House regarding his representation of the council on the committee and Cllr. Slatcher stated that he would contact the secretary, Joy Robinson, regarding future contacts.

Cllr. Slatcher recorded that he was now the Chairman of the Civic Society and a new secretary and treasurer had been appointed. Calander sales were going well but the society needed new members. There appeared to be little interest from local residents and the organisation lacked purpose and the 2024 AGM had been cancelled. Consequently, a meeting had been arranged for the coming week when guidelines for the closure of the society would be investigated with any available finance going to local organisations. 

1. Any outstanding grant applications.

There were no outstanding grant applications but the clerk was asked to look into a possible request for funding for the Albrighton War Memorial.

The Chairman would also contact St Chad’s church regarding the grant request for funding for graveyard maintenance.

The Albrighton Action Group will need more money, mainly to help fund legal expenses, with regard to the proposed development in Albrighton by Boningale Homes. There had been a large number of objections from local people and lots of anger at the proposals for the new development.

1. IT update and development of a new council website – Cllr. Keeton.

Cllr. Keeton informed members that he had three quotations for a new website/email provision from Parish Online, Cuttlefish and Webhouse and of the three he felt that Parish Online was the best option at an annual coat of £378. They would transfer the existing website and provide a .gov email service for councillors and the clerk.

Cllr. Slatcher thanked Cllr. Keeton for all of his work on behalf of the council and proposed that he should take the matter forward. The motion was seconded by Cllr. Gilson-Caldwell and unanimously agreed by council. 

1. Parish Clerk draft job description – Cllr. Vilton.

Councillors considered the revised job description for the parish council clerk and Cllr. Keeton proposed that the job description should be accepted which was seconded by Cllr. Gilson-Caldwell and unanimously agreed by council.

1. Any action required regarding council notice boards.  

Cllr. Burgess reported that the council notice board at Home Farm Road was increasingly surrounded by the adjacent hedge which was cut only once every two years. The legs were also rotten and the board was tilting. He suggested that that it should be removed, given a new frame and placed by the existing board in Boningale village. Councillors agreed the proposal and Cllr. Burgess was prepared to take the necessary action.

1. The development of local footpaths and associated signage – Cllr. Gilson-Caldwell.

Cllr. Gilson-Caldwell distributed a map to members obtained from Low Carbon, which had also been distributed to the local footpaths group, showing the footpath routes. An upgrading for wheelchair users had been agreed for part of the scheme and stone surfaces would also be provided for sections of the paths. Work had begun but had had to stop because of bad weather. The money for the scheme needs to be spent by March 2025. 



1. Update on road traffic problems and road safety plan – Cllr. Burgess.

Cllr. Burgess had received feedback from Shropshire Council that there was no money available for road safety improvements on local roads. Members agreed that money from Low Carbon once the Pepperhill Solar Farm was completed could be used to improve road safety in the area.

1. Update on developments at Pepperhill Solar Farm.

Cllr. Gilson-Caldwell stated that he had received a report saying that HGV 
deliveries would reduce after a further two weeks and the piling would be 
completed by the end of October. The panels would be in place in November 
and the cabling would be completed in the new year. The whole scheme would 
be built by March 2025 and testing could then begin. The Low Carbon 
representative had been investigating complaints that work outside of agreed 
working hours had been taking place and she was also looking into the 
possibility of early planting associated with the scheme.

1. Any update on the council insurance cover and Clear Insurance.

The clerk reported that there had been no problems reported with regard to Clear Insurance but there was still anxiety at the sudden take-over of BHIB which left few options for the council regarding insurance cover for 2024/25. Members agreed that alternatives should be properly investigated when the time came for council insurance renewal for 2025/26. 

1. Any outstanding planning applications.

Members discussed the problems associated with the Shropshire Council planning decision related to Summerhill Farm at Albrighton but agreed that it was not a decision that carried implications for Boningale council. 

1. Items for inclusion on the next agenda.

Members agreed that items 1-11 and 13-20 of the October 2024 agenda should be repeated for the next council meeting to be held in December 2024.


1. Date of the next council meeting – 3rd December 2024.

The date of the next meeting for Boningale Parish Council is 3rd December 2024.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.43 pm.






Signed...............................................................................
Chairman, Boningale Parish Council
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