

Boningale Parish Council December 2024


BONINGALE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting
Tuesday 3rd December 2024

Present

Councillors: D Slatcher (Chairman), C Keeton (Vice Chairman), S Burgess, 
A Gilson-Caldwell, K Vilton.
Clerk to Boningale Parish Council: M Ward.

1. Apologies.

To receive and approve apologies for absence. Members are asked to make their apologies direct to the clerk.  

None.

1. Declarations of interest.  
  
To consider declarations of interest under consideration on this agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 s32 and the Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.  
Where a member indicates that they have a prejudicial interest but wish to make representation regarding the item before leaving the meeting, they must do so under item 4 (D) of Public Participation.  

None.
  


1. Public Participation.  
  
Members of the public are invited to ask questions, make representations, or submit comments on any item on the agenda. This is LIMITED TO THREE MINUTES PER PERSON – at the sole discretion of the Chairman.

No members of the public were present.

. 
1. Minutes of the previous meeting (enclosure). 
  	 
To receive the minutes of the meeting held on 1st October 2024. 

Cllr. Gilson-Caldwell proposed that the minutes of 1st October 2024 were a true and accurate record which was seconded by Cllr. Keeton and unanimously agreed by council
 
1. Matters arising.  
  	
To consider any issues arising from the minutes that are not included on the agenda. 

Cllr. Vilton led thanks to Cllrs. Burgess and Keeton for their work on refurbishing and repositioning the council notice boards in Boningale village.

 
1. Correspondence. 
 
To review any outstanding correspondence that has been received since the last meeting. 

None.

1. To approve accounts for payment:

· Staffing - £300.00
· Website service - £258.00

The accounts for payment were approved by council.

1. Financial statement – October 2024 (enclosure).

The clerk went through the accounts which showed a balance of £3,460.72 once unpresented cheques were included. Transactions had been few, and it was not anticipated that there would be a noticeable increase in the remaining quarter of the financial year. The council was financially stable with good reserves.

Cllr. Keeton proposed that the accounts as presented should be approved which was seconded by Cllr. Burgess and unanimously agreed by council.

1. To agree the annual precept for 2025/26

Given the comments regarding the council’s financial position relating to agenda item 7, Cllr. Slatcher proposed that the 2025/26 precept should be unchanged and remain at £3,140.00. Cllr. Gilson-Caldwell seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed by council. The clerk was instructed to proceed on this basis when the county began the process in January 2025.  

1. Review of progress regarding the appointment of a new parish council clerk. 

The chairman reported that SALC were not able to offer much help with the appointment of a new clerk and Ms Voysey who had previously expressed an interest in the position had now declined to be involved. She had suggested that the Worfield clerk, Mr Connor Furnival, might be able to help and the chairman had contacted him. He had offered to help cover the period to November 2025 and he promised to contact others who might be interested. A meeting will be arranged in the new year between Mr Furnival and Cllrs. Slatcher and Keeton to discuss the situation further.

1. Civic Society and Red House report – Cllr D Slatcher.

Cllr. Slatcher reported that the Albrighton and District Civic Society will cease to exist from March 2025. Any outstanding funds will be handed over to the Albrighton Historical Society apart from a small amount to cover any remaining incidental costs until October 2025.

There was nothing to report regarding events at the Red House and there was little involvement from Boningale in the organisation.   

1. Any outstanding grant applications.

Members noted the grant application form from St. Chad’s Church regarding help with churchyard maintenance. Councillors confirmed their previous position of not making a payment although a discretionary award might be made at the end of the fiscal year.

An earlier grant payment had been made in support of the Albrighton Village Action Group regarding the planning application from Boningale Homes.  

1. IT update and development of a new council website – Cllr. Keeton.

Cllr. Keeton reported that the new council website was now operational although there were still a small number of policy documents that needed adding and the clerk was asked to investigate the missing documents. There was still some work to be done regarding emails and the clerk promised to update Shropshire Council regarding the new email addresses and website and the chairman agreed to inform Albrighton Parish Council regarding the changes. Members agreed to close the old website and the old email system and to formally review existing policies in the new year. 

1. Any action required concerning local notice boards.

There was nothing further to add after the discussion under agenda item 4.

1. The development of local footpaths and associated signage – Cllr. Gilson-Caldwell.

Cllr Gilson-Caldwell reported that because of the heavy rainfall over recent weeks the builders had not been able to work on the fields and consequently there had been no progress on upgrading the footpaths.

1. Update on road traffic problems and road safety plan – Cllr. Burgess.

There was no progress to report on a road safety plan on measures to deal with road traffic problems. Cllr. Slatcher reported that there had been an accident in Burnhill Green Road which resulted in safety mirrors being knocked over although he believed that they would be re-installed in the near future. He also suggested that members needed to start thinking about the use of any Low Carbon money that might result from the installation of the solar farm and a contribution to a route study regarding local road safety might be a good use of any additional funding.



1. Update on developments at Pepperhill Solar Farm. 

Cllr. Gilson-Caldwell informed members that he had been unable to contact Low Carbon regarding concerns over the installation process at the solar farm despite repeated emails and texts over several weeks which had been unanswered. He had therefore sent the revised paper to Shropshire planning which itemised breaches of the planning agreement but, so far, he had not had a reply.

1. Any update on the council insurance cover and Clear Insurance.

There was nothing further to report regarding the current insurance cover for the council and members agreed that they would take a more measured look at the options when the cover needed renewal in the summer of 2025.

1. Any outstanding planning applications.

There were no outstanding planning applications.

1. Items for inclusion on the next agenda.

Councillors agreed that there was no need for any further reference to the Civic Society or new council notice boards and there would need to be items on audits and end of financial year statements. The clerk was also asked to investigate requirements regarding the quorum for council meetings and election procedures regarding new members.  

1. Date of the next council meeting – 11th March 2025.

The date of the next meeting for Boningale Parish Council is 11th March 2025 to begin at 7.00 pm in the Old School Room.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.15 pm.



Signed...................................................................
Chairman, Boningale Parish Council
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